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come down to us. In the records of Middlesex county is an 
order dated Oct. 2d, 1677, stating that 18 men, with horses, 
were sent out of that county (by command of Governor Jeffreys) 
on May 20th preceding, under the command of Captain Jacob 
Lumpkin, and in Lancaster, May 29, 1678, is a certificate in 
regard to a horse which was taken out in service against the 
Indians, under command of Captain Jacob Lumpkin, and was 
out five months. It is believed that Captain Lumpkin was an- 
cestor of the family of the name in Virginia, and also of the 
distinguished Southern jurists.] 



A PROCLAMATION FOR A FAST DAY, 1691. 

(From Original in Virginia Archives.) 



[There is attached a fine impression on wafer of the colonial 
seal with the motto " Endat Virginia quintum."] 

By ye Rt. Hono'ble ye Lieut. Govern' r. 

A proclamation Appointing a day of Humiliation and fasting : 

It having pleased almighty God of his Infinite goodness and 
mercy to keepe this their ma"™ Dominion in peace when all 
ye neighbouring Collonys have been in great Disturbance and 
danger and ye Gen" Assembly for this Country being now as- 
sembled to Consider ye best means to Secure ye peace thereof 
I ffrancis Nicholson Esq their Maj"" Lieut- Gov' of this their 
Maj"" Dominion by ye advice and Consent of ye Councill of 
State and Desire of ye Gent of ye house of Burgesses doe here 
by appoint that Satterday ye 25th this Instant be sett apart as a 
day of humiliation and fasting for ye Gen" Assembly and Inhabi- 
tants of James Citty humbly to implore Divine assistance in 
Directing this Gen" Assembly to make such good and whole- 
some laws as shall be for ye Glory of God ye Honor of their 
Maj" e * and security peace and safety of this their Maj 1 '" Domin- 
ion and Inhabitants thereof, and on fryday ye 8th day of May 
ye same be p'formed throughout ye whole Country and ye min- 
isters in ye Respective p'ishesare not to faile to p'forme Duties of 
ye Day by Reading ye service of ye Church and preaching and 
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all p'sons are to abstaine from servile work and labour that day, 
given under my hand and ye Seale of ye Collony ye 24th day of 
Ap" anno. Dom., 1691. 

ffR. Nicholson. 

To the SherifTe of Midd x County his Deputy. 



A Violation of a Tobacco Planting Law, 1691. 



(From the Virginia State Archives.) 



Dan'l Wade's Petition to be relieved from p't of fine imposed 
for infraction of tobacco law relative to tobacco plants, 1691. 

To the Rt. Hono ble Francis Nicholson, Esq', their Maj" e " Lieut. 
Go r of VirgV 

Dan'l Wade humbly presenteth: 

That yo r pet" haveing Lived in this Colony about 35 y" alwaies 
observed it to be constant practice of all planters while Tob" was 
small, in weeding, where a plant was wanting, to supply the 
place by takeing one out of a hill that had two, and yo r pet' 
never hearing of any Law to the Contrary did the like this last 
Summer, for which he, at a Court held for Surry County the 
19th of this Instant, Jan' r , upon the Information of a malitious 
Neighbour was fined ten thousand pds. of tob", according to a 
late Act in that case made and provided. 

And for that yo r pet" fault was only thro' Ignorance & not out 
of any Contempt of Authority, haveing the last day of June 
Cutting all his Tobacco plants growing in beds that he might 
thereby manifest his obedience to the Law. Hee most humbly 
Implores yo r Hono' favourable Consideration of his offence and 
to remitt that part of his fine due to their Ma', viz* 5,000"' of 
Tobacco. 

And yo r pet' and in Duty bound shall Ever pray, &c. 

[This petition has been thought worthy of insertion, as show- 
ing something of the methods of tobacco planting in the 17th 
century. The date must have been between October, 1690, and 



